Catechetical Leaders Meeting
March 8, 2022

Renewal Prayer
In every age, O God, you have called us to be your people, to be
your Church.
In this time, we begin anew to discern the pathways that will lead us,
your people, closer to you.

Continually bless our journey as we proclaim your Good News,
celebrate your saving presence among us, serve others with charity
and justice, and steward the world you have entrusted to our care.
Send your Spirit to lead and guide our Emmaus journey as we
commit ourselves to the renewal of our Church.
This we ask through Christ, our Lord. AMEN

Introductions

WELCOME
EVERYONE

Purpose of Presentation
 Renewal Update
 Diocesan Evangelization Framework
 Calendar of Events
 On the Road… Formation Platform
 Questions

RENEWAL GUIDING STATEMENT
 Pastoral ministry in a missionary style is not obsessed

with the disjointed transmission of a multiple of
doctrines to be insistently imposed. When we adopt a
pastoral goal and a missionary style which would actually
reach everyone without exception or exclusion, the
message has to concentrate on essentials, on what is most
beautiful, most grand, most appealing, and at the same
time most necessary. The message is simplified, while
losing none of its depth and truth, and thus becomes all
the more forceful and convincing.”
Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel (EG), #35

Renewal Update
 Families of Parishes:
 Mission
 Evangelization
 Formation

 Six areas for every Family:







Liturgy
Spirituality
Administration
Forming Disciples
Outreach
Stewardship

Transition Team Leader
Transition Team
Life in the Eucharist
Family Service Opportunity
Ministry Group Meetings
(Youth Ministers,Young Adults,
Catechetical Leaders, etc)
 Initiatives for all parishes
(Alpha, Living the Eucharist, etc.)
 Glossary of Terms
 www.roadtorenewal.org






Diocesan Evangelization Framework--DRAFT
Based on the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
Living as Missionary Disciples
In collaboration with the Catholic Apostolate Center
“The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus…With Christ joy
is constantly born anew…I wish to encourage the Christian faithful to embark upon a new
chapter of evangelization marked by this joy, while pointing out new paths for the Church’s
journey in years to come.”
Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel (EG), no. 1

This framework provides the Parish/ Family of Parishes with a basic overview of principles
of evangelization and missionary discipleship. Every Parish/Family of Parishes
implementation of this framework will be unique, based on history, resources, and culture.
The Diocese and others will provide opportunities to learn more about implementation of this
framework in the Parish/Family of Parishes over a period of time so that the love of God
becomes ever more present.

Diocesan Evangelization Framework--DRAFT
The FIRST focus area involves actions and experiences of the various missionary-oriented
communities: parishes, schools, apostolates, etc.
The Parish/Family of Parishes is called to move from the practice of maintenance to the practice of
missionary discipleship.
The four dimensions of missionary discipleship include:
1. Encounter: Discipleship involves helping people enter into a personal encounter with Christ
through prayer, Scripture, the Sacraments, works of mercy, and faith formation.
2. Accompaniment: The Parish/Family of Parishes must work to encourage disciples to be willing
to walk with others on their path to God by being loving and hospitable.
3. Community: Disciples are called to show and encourage respect, understanding, care, and love
for all members of the community.
4. Send: We demonstrate our missionary discipleship by living out our particular vocation daily.

Diocesan Evangelization Framework--DRAFT
The SECOND focus area concentrates on major themes to be addressed by parish leaders with
assistance, as needed, by Diocesan personnel and other colleagues.
In order for an evangelization framework to be effective, it must be:
1. Permeated with prayer. The Parish/Family of Parishes team and the entire people of God must
constantly be praying to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit wisely.
2. Based on bearing fruit, not just on activities. “A planning framework focused on fruitfulness
suggests and approach to pastoral ministry that discerns what will be fruitful, what needs to be
pruned, and how weeds will be separated from new growth.” LMD, page 23
3. Encouraging well-formed leaders. Pope Francis often speaks of leaders in the Church who are
well-formed and well-trained in their particular ministry and spirituality.
4. Rooted in the teachings of our Faith and supported by foundational pastoral practices.
“When pastoral leaders begin to work through a planning process for evangelization, they
should first consider the review of current pastoral practice, and use this review to define areas
of the parish ministry that are successful and areas that may need additional focus or attention.”
LMD, page 26
5. Calling the people of God to a culture of encounter.
“Being a witness to Christ includes not only proclaiming the Gospel but also sharing one’s
personal conversion story, participating in the prayer life of the Church, and living the Gospel in
all areas of one’s life and work.” LMD, page 26
6. Requiring intentional stewardship.
“All ministry and pastoral care relies on the availability of human and financial resources applied
by leaders with good management and administrative skills” LMD, page 28

Diocesan Evangelization Framework--DRAFT
The THIRD focus area concerns formation and training.

This focus involves the resources that dioceses provide for parish leaders, and parish
leaders provide for the lay members of their parishes. This dimension involves:
1. Assessment of our Parish/Family of Parishes to identify specific renewal and
evangelization needs.
2. Providing resources on the diocesan and Parish/Family of Parishes level to begin
to address the needed areas.
3. Planning activities for Parish/Family of Parishes initiatives to further missionary
discipleship among Catholics.
4. Evaluation of undertaken programs to refine and improve them.

Schema for Evangelization
Missionary
Discipleship Action
ENCOUNTER
Encounter with God

ACCOMPANIMENT
Accompanying and Being
Accompanied

COMMUNITY
Impact of Faith on Life

Parish Level/Family of
Parishes Level






















SEND
Reaching Out







Retreats
Scripture Study
Devotions
Family Prayer
Liturgical training
Initiatives
Sacramental celebrations
Building community parish
life
Community celebrations
Diocesan celebrations
Youth Ministry
Young Adult Ministry
Ecumenical-Inter-Religious
actions
Small-Group Sharing
Bereavement Ministry
Language groups
Adult Faith Formation
Catholic Education
Religious Education
Homilies and homiletic
training
Buildings and structures

Outreach to the poor/social
justice ministry
Involvement with newcomers
to the community
Evangelization Initiatives
(Alpha, etc.)
Involvement with
neighborhood groups
Prison Ministry

Diocesan Level



Diocesan Renewal Plan
Support for religious movements,
sodalities, organizations




Diocesan Sacramental Celebrations
Support for parish organization—
pastors and staff, leadership days
Ecumenism
Inter-Religious Dialogue
Training of parish ministers
Eucharistic Revival
Diocesan, National, and
International events and
celebrations


















Training of Parish and Family staffs
and ministry leaders
Support of school principals and
catechetical leaders
Public messaging in diocese and
beyond
Diocesan meetings around faith
and formation
Diocesan Media
Social-Justice teaching
Training of evangelization teams
Support of Evangelization teams
Support of Social Justice teams

Calendar of Events DRAFT
Event

Audience

Date(s) and Time

Location and/or
Zoom

Notes

Lenten Morning of Reflection
led by Sr. Louise Alff, OSF
Spring Information Sessions led
by Ted Musco and the Renewal
staff
Theology on Tap Spring Series

Open to all adults

March 19 10:00-Noon

All Ministry Leaders

March 29 7:00-8:30 PM
March 30 7:00-8:30 PM
April 2
10:00-11:30 AM
TBD

Zoom and live at St. Joseph
University Parish,
St. Joseph Church, Batavia
Holy Trinity Church, Dunkirk
St. Mary, East Amherst
TBD

Alpha Orientation Workshop

Those ministry leaders
interested in learning
about Alpha program

May 5

TBD

To begin the Alpha Process in
Parishes/Families throughout
the Diocese for those who are
searching for God or need a
faith refresher.

Fostering a Spirit of Renewal
and Evangelization—led by
Father Frank DeSiano, CSP
President of Paulist
Evangelization Ministries

Ministry Leaders, Priests,
Deacons, Evangelization
Committee members,
interested parishioners

A four-part Zoom series:
May 10
2:00-3:30 PM
May 17
2:00-3:30 PM
May 25
2:00-3:30 PM
May 31
2:00-3:30 PM

Zoom only—sessions will be
recorded for future use

Fr. DeSiano will present a series
of practical ways to foster
evangelization and renewal in
the Parish/Family of Parishes

Diocesan-wide Formation Days
Many options for
education/formation will be
available

Ministry Leaders and
anyone interested in
learning more about the
Faith—several options
available

May 20
May 21

Zoom and individual locations
to be announced in April

To provide quarterly
opportunities for adult faith
formation and training

Young Adults 21-39

7:00-8:30 PM

4:00-7:00 PM
9:00 AM-2:00 PM

Information session regarding
new evangelization and
formation initiatives

The theme chosen for the
upcoming World Meeting of
Families in Rome is, “Family
Love: A Vocation and a Path to
Holiness.” Details to follow

Calendar of Events DRAFT
Event

Audience

Date(s) and Time

Location and/or
Zoom

Notes

National Eucharist Revival

Everyone

Begins June 19, the
Solemnity of Corpus Christi
in the United States

To be announced

Details are forthcoming

Diocesan Family Gathering-World Meeting of Families
Opening Mass celebrated by the
Most Rev. Michael Fisher
including Family Day activities

Open to all families

June 25

Zoom and locations to be
announced

Details are forthcoming
Information online at
https://www.romefamily202
2.com/en/

YouCon

Youth

August 5 and 6, 2022

St. Gregory the Great
Church

Information online at
https://www.stgregsym.org/

World Youth Day (including
Diocesan events)—

Youth and their
families

Begins August 12, 2023

TBD

Information online at
https://www.lisboa2023.org
/en/

10:00 AM-3:00 PM

Calendar of Major Events
a. National Eucharistic Revival—begins June 16, 2022
b. World Meeting of Families (including Diocesan events)—
June 22, 2022
c. YouCon – St. Gregory the Great—August 5-6, 2022
d. World Youth Day (including Diocesan events)—begins
August 12, 2023
e. other

Christus Vivit: To Young People and to
the Entire People of God
The Synod called for the development of a youth ministry
capable of being inclusive, with room for all kinds of young
people, to show that we are a Church with open doors…It
is enough to have an open mind towards all those who have
the desire and willingness to be encountered by God’s
revealed truth.
Pope Francis, ChristusVivit:ToYoung People and to the Entire People of God, #234

On the Road…NEW Formation Platform
Guiding Principle: Pope Francis reminds us that we are, “…called
first to be expert in the pastoral service of transmitting the faith…”
Audience: Priests, Deacons including those in information, Family
of Parish leaders, parish ministry leaders, school administrators,
teachers and catechists, parish catechetical and youth leaders, parish
catechists and volunteers, Parish Administrators, Catholic Center staff,
others

On the Road…NEW Formation Platform
 Current courses on the Diocesan Partner Network to utilize:
o Spirituality for Teachers and Catechists
o 21st Century Lesson Planning
o Foundations (Creed, Morality: Life in Christ, Prayer and Spirituality, Liturgy and
Sacraments)
o Scripture with Matthew Kelly
o Encountering God’s Love in the Sacraments
o Mission Theology (Missio)
o Living as Missionary Disciples
 Courses provided by the USCCB and Catholic Apostolic Center
o 12 part series—Living as Missionary Disciples https://www.usccb.org/resources/12part-video-series-living-missionary-disciples
o others
 New courses to build:
o The Diocese of Buffalo: Introduction to Missionary Discipleship with Bishop Fisher
o others

On the Road…NEW Formation Platform
Link to for a sample of what our site will generally
look like:
http://learn.richmonddiocese.org/home.aspx

Moving along…

Sharing…
Comments...

Other items…

? ? ?

How can we help?
 Provide online resources, including

recommendations from the field.
 Assist in creating communication materials.
 Be available for parish/school visits.
 Listen carefully and respond in a timely way.
 Etc.

