
March 19, 2022

May the Dust of the Master Cover You



Opening Prayer

Let us give praise for Joseph the just man, who was called the father of 
Jesus, the Christ!
L: Joseph entered into the mysteries of the life of Jesus
A: grant us the faith to recognize and follow the call of your Spirit in our 
lives.
L: Joseph cared for his family in an occupied land
A: be merciful to all refugees and those seeking a place to call home.
L: Our diocese is placed under the protection of St. Joseph
A: May we help build a church that reflects the mission of Jesus. 
L: Oh God, you gave Joseph the joy of joining Mary in caring for the 
child, Jesus. Through is intercession, grant us the grace to nurture the 
life of Christ in our lives. Amen. 









Covenant



What is your name?

• Relative
• Feast day
• Popular
• Meaning

Meaning:
• Sharon – level headed
• Pamela – sweet as honey
• Caroline – strong
• Roberta – famously famous
• Joanne – God is gracious
• Megan – great promise
• Henry – head of household
• Theodore – Christ bearer
• Louis – famous warrier



Jesus – Savior Christ = the Anointed One



Luke 4:16-21

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He unrolled the 
scroll and found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let 
the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to 
say to them, “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.”





Baptism

• Incorporated into Christ by Baptism, the person baptized is configured 
to Christ. Baptism seals the Christian with the indelible spiritual mark 
of his belonging to Christ. (CCC no. 12720



Encounter

• I invite all Christians, 
everywhere, at this very 
moment, to a renewed personal 
encounter with Jesus Christ, or 
at least an openness to letting 
Jesus encounter them.              
(Pope Francis, Joy of the Gospel)

• Being a Christian is not the result 
of an ethical choice or a lofty 
idea, but the encounter with an 
event, a person, which gives life 
a new horizon and a decisive 
direction. (Pope Benedict, Deus Caritas Est) 



Encounter leads to Disciples



Disciple

• Disciple from the Greek word mathetes which means “the learner.” A 
disciple is an intentional follower of Christ who shares a close and 
intimate relationship with Christ. Discipleship is lived out in community.

Missionary Disciple

• “Missionary” means “one who is sent.” A missionary disciple, then, is a 
pupil who is sent out by the teacher. Jesus has charged us with a double 
task: to come and to go.

• In virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People of God have 
become missionary disciples. (cf. Mt. 28:19) Joy of the Gospel #120.



Living as Missionary Disciples

In virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People of God have 
become missionary disciples.” 

Ways to become missionary disciples: 

• Encounter  

• Accompaniment  

• Community  

• Sent  



• Our faith is nothing without this personal encounter with God. And 
how does one do such a thing? In prayer, yes. By going to church, yes. 
But more important than either of those things; by allowing ourselves 
to encounter the God in one another. 



Thomas Merton

“In Louisville, at the corner of Fourth and Walnut, in the center of the 
shopping district, I was suddenly overwhelmed with the realization 
that I loved all these people, that they were mine and I theirs, that we 
could not be alien to one another even though we were total strangers. 
. . . 

Then it was as if I suddenly saw the secret beauty of their hearts, the 
depths of their hearts, the core of their reality, the person that each 
one is in God’s eyes. If only they could all see themselves as they really 
are. If only we could see each other that way all the time. There would 
be no more war, no more hatred, no more cruelty, no more greed. . . . 
But this cannot be seen, only believed and ‘understood’ by a peculiar 
gift.” 



Accompaniment 

• It is not enough to be passerby on 
the digital highways, simply 
‘connected’; connections need to 
grow into true encounters. We 
cannot live apart, closed in on 
ourselves…” To see the world 
through the lens of encounter is to 
realize the presence of God all 
around us and that we are 
connected to each other through 
ties both visible and invisible. 
(Pope Francis, Joy of the Gospel)



Broken People



Accompaniment 
• RCIA 

• Community life

• Diocesan enrichment/liturgies

• Small groups

• Support groups

• Sponsor for RCIA

• Part of team for support groups

• Invite someone to Small Group

• Sit with someone who is ill

• Listen to the sorrowful

• Support the homebound

Did you come alone?

Smell like the sheep



Community –

• Baptized into community

• Community is diverse

• Hospitality is key 



Disciples live in Community 



Send



Traveled back to Jerusalem Shared the news with others





Disciples on Mission
• Disciples on mission witness to the Christian life in word and deed, 

through the practice of the works of mercy, while affirming the 
dignity of all human life. 



Put on the Dust of the Master
• Encounter

• In what ways will I cultivate my friendship with Christ?

• Accompany
• Give thanks to someone who has accompanied you on your faith journey. 

How can you accompany another?

• Community
• How can I reach out to the wider community? How can I build a sense of 

hospitality in my parish?

• Send 
• Where am I being called to bring light into the darkness? Where are my 

“Jerusalem’s?”



• I sensed God wanted me to hear . . .

• I sense God wants me to . . .



Closing Prayer

May you believe in God.

But may you come to see that God believes in you.

May you have faith in Jesus.

But may you come to see that Jesus has faith that you can be like him.

A person of love and compassion and truth.

A person of forgiveness, peace, grace, joy and hope.

And may you be covered in the dust of your master, Jesus. Amen. 


