
Hospitality
Part I

Being a welcoming parish and parish family 
is an absolute first step in evangelization.

Fr. Frank DeSiano
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716-847-5585 (o)
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We pray that the fire of Jesus enkindled in us 
by God’s Spirit may touch all the people in 
our parish. 

Bless us O Lord and may YOU be the light on 
our path. May your fire within us spark a 
flame in others. Lead more and more people 
in our land to become disciples, formed in the 
image of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

(Go and Make Disciples)



The parish is a 
community of 
communities, a 
sanctuary where the 
thirsty come to drink in 
the midst of their 
journey, and a center of 
constant missionary 
outreach. 

Joy of the Gospel #28

1 see the church as a 
field hospital after 
battle.  (Pope Francis)





 Romans 12:13: Share with the Lord’s people who are in 
need. Practice hospitality.

 Hebrews 13:2. Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without 
knowing it.

 1 Peter 4:9. Be hospitality to one another without complaining.



Disciple 
Disciple comes from the Greek word mathetes which 
means “the learner.” Therefore, disciples are students of 
Christ. “A disciple is an intentional follower of Christ 
whose vision one has appropriated and owned
for oneself.”    Cardinal Avery Dulles

Missionary Disciple
Every Christian is a missionary to the extent that he or 
she has encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus: We 
no longer say that we are “disciples” and “missionaries” 
but rather that we are always “missionary disciples.” 

#120, Joy of the Gospel. 



Being Christian is not the 
result of an ethical choice 
or a lofty idea, but the 
encounter with an event, 
a person which gives life 
a new horizon and a 
decisive direction. 

(Deus Caritas Est, Benedict XVI)



John Paul II said: 

"Only those who have opened their hearts to Christ 
can offer a hospitality that is never formal or 
superficial but identified by "gentleness" and 

"reverence."





encounter accompaniment

Many of the Samaritans 
from that town believed 
in him because of the 
woman’s testimony.

They said to the woman, 
“We no longer believe 
just because of what you 
said; now we have heard 
for ourselves, and we 
know that this man 
really is the Savior of the 
world.”



1. Mission as baptized Catholic

2. People are searching for a “place to call 
home.” 

3. Belonging leads to engagement in the life of 
the parish. 

4. Belonging leads to belief (Growing an Engaged Church, Gallup)

5. Doesn’t cost money!



SPONTANEOUSPLANNED



 “We are going up to 
Jerusalem.” 

 He came to Jericho and 
intended to pass 
through the town. 

(Luke 19:1-10)



 Inner attitude

 Making space

 Paying attention

Hospitality means primarily the creation of a 
free space where the stranger can enter. 

(Henri Nouwen)



You are interviewed by your Catholic paper and 
asked to give one sentence that explains why 
your parish exists. Your sentence is . . .

 Tag line: simple sentence that concisely 
expresses your mission statement. 

 Olive Garden: When you’re here you’re family.
 Motel 6: We’ll leave the lights on for you. 
 Mine: Helping good parishes become vibrant 

communities. 



 Identity: “We the parish community of . . .”

 Purpose: “our mission is to . . .”

 Function: “We are committed to . . .”

 Future: “we seek to become . . .” (optional)

We the church of Ss. Columba-Brigid are a 
welcoming, inclusive, multicultural Catholic 
community inspired by the Holy Spirit to celebrate 
the Risen Christ in how we worship, love our 
neighbors, and work for justice in our daily lives.



 Close your eyes, imagine yourself driving to 
your parish, parking the car, getting out of 
the car and walking to the 
Church/school/rectory/ministry center. What 
would make you feel welcomed as you enter 
your church property and buildings?



 Parish name and masses readably from street

 Property and buildings well lit and marked

 Doors unlocked

 Directional signs on doors

 Pathways and entrances are clear of debris, snow, 
ice.

 Landscaping 

 Parish buildings are accessible to people with 
disabilities.

 Benches, play areas, shrines

 Tag line displayed



A physical or mental condition that limits a 
person’s movements, senses, or activities. 

 26% of all Americans have some type of 
disability. (physical, medical, cognitive, sensory) 



 Large-print worship aids/bulletins,  

 record bulletins

 Assistive listening devices and ASL signing

 Easily grasped door handles/door pressure

 Handrails at steps

 Wheelchair seating, elevator

 Accessible restrooms/ lighting



 Put symbols on website that pertain to your parish. 

 Assist them to find a church that is handicapped accessible. 
Put on webpage or Facebook. 

 Be aware of Group homes in area

 Invite to be ushers, lecturers, etc. 

 Sign language available at Mass and parish meetings 

 Faith formation gatherings

 Ask people with disabilities to evaluate your facility. 

Sharon Urbaniak  - contact person for People with Disabilities. 
716-200-6923

S. Concetta LoPresti – contact person for deaf community. 
716-601-8887



 Something I heard that I want to “take home”

 Something our parish does well
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 Sister Louise Alff
 716-341-3466 (cell)
 716-847-5585 (office) 
 lalff2@buffalodiocese.org

Wed. July 20 – 10:00 AM
 liturgy
 Funerals
 New parishioners
 Receptionists
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